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(Handwritten date:  Monday, July 12, 1937) 
 
DEATH TAKES THOMAS RAYL EARLY SUNDAY 
Prominent Monroe Citizen, Father of Dr. C.C. Rayl, Succumbs 
 
   Thomas Jefferson Rayl, aged 81, prominent Monroe citizen, died at his home in that 
town at 1 o'clock Sunday morning, following at extended illness.  His death occurred 
one-half hour before Ira Wagner died, robbing Monroe of two elderly and esteemed 
citizens.  Mr. Rayl was a prominent retired farmer. 
   Mr. Rayl suffered a broken hip five weeks ago.  He had visited at a neighbor and 
while on his way home he fell, causing the fracture.  He had been bedfast since and 
complications which developed resulted in his death.  His condition had been serious 
for several days. 
   Mr. Rayl had been totally blind for nearly 20 years, but he was able to get around 
remarkably well.  He was born in Tipton county, Ind., a son of William and Mary Rayl, 
September 7, 1855.  He was married to Miss Mary Hunt, of Tipton, Sept. 11, 1880.  She 
preceded on January 11, 1935. 
   Mr. Rayl moved with his family to Adams county in 1903, settling on a farm southeast 
of Monroe.  He lived there until 18 years ago, when he moved to Monroe. 
   Surviving are two sons and one daughter, Dr. C. C. Rayl of Decatur, Corydan F. Rayl, 
of near Monroe, and Miss Sylvia Rayl, at home.   Seven grandchildren also 
survive.  One sister survives in Tipton county. 
   The funeral will be held at the home at 12:30 o'clock Tuesday afternoon, and burial 
will be in the Decatur cemetery.  The funeral services will be strictly private. 
 
***** 
(Handwritten date:  Monday, July 12, 1937) 
 
MISS LOUISE HOFFMAN TO WED 
Former Local Girl to be Bride on August 7 
 
   Fort Wayne, July 12 - Announcement is made of the engagement and approaching 
marriage of Miss Louise Hoffmann, formerly of Berne and Linn Grove, who makes her 
home with her uncle and aunt, Dr. and Mrs. Sterling P. Hoffmann, 234 East Maple 
Grove Ave., and Robert Weinland, of Goshen, formerly of this city, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Will Weinland, of the Wallen Road.  The wedding will be solemnized August 7.  The 
announcement was made first to a group of friends of the bride-elect at a party which 
Mrs. Hoffmann gave Thursday evening at her home.  Bunco was played.  (Crease) ... 



gave readings for the guests and the announcement was made as she gave Miss 
Hoffmann her reading. 
 
***** 
 
(Date:  Thursday, Sept. 16, 1937) 
 
SAIL SATURDAY FOR INDIA (photo) 
 
   Rev. and Mrs. Tilman Amstutz and family will sail from New York Saturday, Sept. 18, 
to return to the mission fields in India.  Rev. Amstutz, a native of this community, gave 
his farewell sermon at the local Missionary church last Sunday.  The children in the 
picture from left to right are:  Lois and Ruth standing, John in center, Kenneth and 
Lillian. 
 
*** 
 
(Handwritten:  Thursday, November 18, 1937) 
 
MRS. PALMER SPRUNGER DIES 
Funeral for Young Woman Here, Saturday Afternoon 
 
   Mrs. Marcella Gephart Sprunger, 29, wife of Palmer Sprunger, Geneva, employed here 
and a former resident here, passed away at the Adams County Memorial hospital at 
Decatur at 9:25 Wednesday morning.  She died following an operation for 
adhesions.  Mrs. Sprunger had been ill only since Sunday but had three operations 
previously. 
   The husband is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Gideon Sprunger here. 
   Report of her death came as a distinct shock to her many friends and relatives. 
   The deceased was a daughter of Mrs. John Giesler and was born in Mercer County, O., 
on September 4, 1908.  The mother lives in Pleasant Mills. 
   Her marriage to Mr. Sprunger took place at Wren, Ohio, six years ago. 
   Surviving beside her husband, is a brother, Harrod Gephart of Grand Rapids, Mich., 
two step-brothers, Lawrence Giesler of Columbia City and Hubert Giesler of Pleasant 
Mills.  A step-sister, Mrs. Ruth Springer, of Pontiac, Mich., also survives. 
   The body was removed to the home at Geneva from the Bierie & Yager, Inc., mortuary 
here this morning at 10 o'clock where friends and relatives may view the remains. 
   Funeral services will be held at the local Missionary church Saturday afternoon at 2:00 
o'clock following the service at the home at Geneva at 1:30 o'clock.  The Rev. C. H. 
Wiederkehr, pastor of the church will officiate.  Burial will be in the M. R. E. cemetery 
west of Berne. 
 
*** 



(Handwritten:  Wednesday, June 23, 1937) 
 
IN AND AROUND IN OUR OWN HOME TOWN... 
 
   Twenty minutes after Joseph Krick, brother to Ted Krick here and an employee of the 
Speed Queen washing machine company of Rippon, Wisconsin, took it in his head to 
come to Berne he was on his way at 100 m.p.h.  And why not?  The two brothers had 
not seen each other in 15 years.  Monday, after a gladsome visit over the weekend here, 
Joseph, Ted and Paul of Bluffton motored to Cincinnati, where they visited their sister, 
Mrs. Joe Dixon.  Up to the time of leaving the sister could hardly believe that Joseph 
whom she had not seen in 15 years, was her 19 year old brother.   
 
   Mr. and Mrs. Roy Strickler, Monroe, Mr. and Mrs. Peter Kugel and Mr. and Mrs. 
Archie Shin and son of Ft. Wayne went to enjoy themselves at Snow Lake Sunday, but 
the whole turned out a dismal failure according to Mrs. Strickler, former Berne Witness 
society editor.  And this is the way it was:  The four men on the bright sunshiny 
afternoon went out on Snow Lake in a motor boat.  Not long after, dark clouds 
gathered.  A severe wind storm swept the lake and lashed the boat hither and yon - or 
maybe its fore and aft - when you speak your boating.  Rain drenched them while they 
were swept to the far side of the lake, more than three miles away.  The men were in 
dire circumstances but so was Sweet Genevieve who admits, "I nearly died."  At the far 
side of the lake, finally, and at nightfall, they were taken in and 'supped' by an Irish 
woman.  More than that.  She had the men remove their clothes and improvised dry 
ones from gunny sacks and so and thus the trip back to their 'home' was made, not by 
boat, but by a 'car for hire'. 
 
*** 
(Handwritten date:  Monday, June 14, 1937) 
 
GRANTED DIVORCE 
   Mrs. Lenora Schug of Berne was granted a decree of divorce Friday morning in the 
Adams circuit court.  The couple was married Sept- (cut off) 
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